Two PhD positions in ecology

Non-consumptive effects among spiders and insects
Most studies on trophic interactions focus on prey consumption. Non-consumptive effects of predators on prey behavior can be equally important, but have been largely neglected in terrestrial systems. Spiders can elicit strong antipredator behavior in both insects and other spiders, but the commonness of such effects is poorly known. 

We will investigate the occurrence and strength of antipredator behavior across multiple spider and insect species. Furthermore, we will study the mechanisms by which the prey detects the presence of spider predators. This will include behavioural assays and chemical analyses.

The PhD positions are part of a collaborative project between PD Dr. Martin Entling at University of Koblenz-Landau and Dr. Florian Menzel at University of Mainz. Initially, both positions will be located in Landau/Pfalz.

Requirements: We look for enthusiastic persons with experience in several of the following areas: entomology, ecological field work, behavioral ecology, chemical ecology and data analysis. A Diploma or Master degree in Biology, Ecology or a related discipline is required.

Start date: 15. March 2011 or on appointment

Duration: Initial employment is for one year. A funding decision for two additional years is expected in the next weeks.
Applications should include a letter of motivation, CV, names of at least two reference persons and (if existent) a list of publications. Please send your application as a single file to Martin Entling (entling@uni-landau.de) no later than February 10th, 2011, quoting the job reference number “Ld. 02/2011”. 

